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SCHOOL OVERVIEW 
Grovedale College is a medium sized College with an 
enrolment of 690 students located in a semi rural 
setting serving the southern suburbs of Geelong, 
together with the rural and surf coast communities. 
Extensive educational resources enable Grovedale 
College to provide an academic focus together with 
many arts, sciences, sports and technology 
opportunities. Excellence, achievement and 
improvement are central to all College programs. 
Grovedale College has high student expectations. 

Grovedale College provides students with 
opportunities to excel in innovative programs. The 
Notebook Program is unique in Geelong. The Sports 
Academy offers a valuable opportunity for students to 
combine their academic studies with specialized 
sports training and skills development.  

Grovedale College operates a core curriculum at 
Years 7 & 8. A key focus is on developing Integrated 
Inquiry Units to maximize student learning across all 
areas and establishing a framework for the 
development of teacher teams.  

At Year 9, Grovedale College operates the “From the 
River to the Coast Program”. This curriculum 
recognizes that students at Year 9 learn best through 
active learning applied to the real world and takes 
advantage of our unique location.  

In the Senior School, Grovedale College operates a 
program that allows students to select units across 
Years 10-12. The College offers a VCAL program as 
well as VCE Studies. The Senior School provides a 
weekly enrichment syllabus designed to maximize 
student leadership and responsibility as well as study 
habits. 

Leadership at all levels of the College has been a 
priority in 2006. Grovedale College worked 
extensively with Leading Teams Australia to develop 
teams, trademarks and a feedback culture at all levels 
of the College: staff and students. 

Grovedale College operates the Grovedale P-12 Deaf 
Facility, with Grovedale West Primary School. The 
College is active in the Grovedale Innovations and 
Excellence Cluster initiating a number of ongoing 
educational programs across the College and its 
feeder primary schools. 

Over the last four years, Grovedale College 
enrolments have steadily increased. The increased 
range of opportunities for students which are unique 
to Grovedale College in the Geelong area, along with 
the scholarship program, have been significant 
factors.  

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Parents and the community continue to be involved in 
the College. The average parent satisfaction with 
Grovedale College is 5 on a scale of 1-7, where 7 is 
the best possible score. 
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Teacher satisfaction at Grovedale College was positive in 
2006 with School Morale recorded at 67.1%. The 
average number of days absent per teacher was 9.53 
days. Of the 60 teaching staff at Grovedale College in 
June 2005, 52 or 87% were still at the College at June 
2006. This figure across all government schools was 
87%. All teaching staff have participated in professional 
learning throughout the year. Activities have included 
Leading Teams and Leadership, INTEL (information 
technology) program, Thinking Tools & Multiple 
Intelligences), Teacher Professional Leave, and VELS & 
Assessment & Reporting.  

All teachers in Victorian schools are registered with the 
Victorian Institute of Teaching. The requirements for 
registration with the Victorian Institute of Teaching can be 
found at: http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/  
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STUDENT PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENTS 
STUDENT LEARNING 
The percentage of students achieving at or above the 
expected standards in reading exceeded 60% in 
2006. This was higher than in 2005, but remained 
below the 2004 level. Similarly in Mathematics, more 
2006 students were achieving at or above the 
expected standards, with over 50% students reaching 
this level. 
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In the Year 7 AIM Tests, the percentage of Grovedale 
College students achieving at or above the National 
Benchmarks was over 80% in Reading, over 90% in 
Writing and over 60% in Mathematics. 
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In the Year 9 AIM Tests, in the Reading category 
nearly 60% students achieved at or above expected 
standards. In Mathematics 40% of Grovedale College 
Year 9 students had achieved the expected or above 
expected standards. No National Benchmark was set 
for Year 9. 
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The Grovedale College median study score for 
VET/VCE continued to improve. In 2006 the median 
score was 28.1 compared to 26.7 in 2005 and 27.9 in 
2004. 

VCE/VET median study score
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Satisfactory completion rates for VCE, VET and 
VCAL also demonstrated improvement over the 3 
year period. 

Satisfactory completion rates
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STUDENT PATHWAYS AND TRANSITIONS
Student Destinations data refers to 2005 Year 12 
students. The 2006 information will be published in 
May/June. This data shows that in 2005 more students 
entered TAFE and Apprenticeships while less students 
enrolled at university. The level of employment also 
increased and student who deferred education or were 
looking for employment also declined. 

0

20

40

60

80

100

U
ni

ve
rs

tiy
en

ro
lle

d

TA
FE

/V
E

T
en

ro
lle

d

A
pp

re
nt

ic
e/

Tr
ai

ne
e

E
m

pl
oy

ed

Lo
ok

in
g 

fo
r

w
or

k

D
ef

er
ra

ls

pe
r c

en
t

2003 2004 2005

What happened to Year 12 students on leaving school?

 
The Grovedale College retention rate for its students 
over their 7-12 schooling continued to improve, with 
71.3% students being retained over the 6 year period. 
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These results reflect the quality of the transition program 
as well as the school initiatives and curriculum that focus 
on developing relationships and connectedness within 
the College. The innovative and proactive programs 
offered to students and the variety of options available at 
the senior school have contributed to this outcome.  
 
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND WELLBEING 
In 2006, Grovedale College student opinion data 
demonstrated improvement at all levels and in all 
categories from its 2005 data. The Teaching and 
Learning categories were strongly supported by 
students and the Wellbeing and Relationship categories 
showed improvement from 2005. Student 
connectedness scored over 3 out of a possible 5. 
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The average number of days absent per student 
increased in 2006 to an average of 18.4. Absences 
were below the state average at Years 9 & 12, but 
above in all other year levels.  

Average number of absent days 
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0

5

10

15

20

Years 7 to 12

da
ys

2004 2005 2006  
�

�

�

FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
The following PowerPoint slide is a diagrammatical 
overview of Grovedale College’s priorities for 2007. 
The slide was originally presented to staff near the 
end of 2006 and then again in a refined form at the 
first staff meeting of this year. This slide has also 
been shared at a School Council meeting.   It is 
important for councillors, parents and staff to have a 
clear overview of our collective priorities and therefore 
a reference point for the diverse local 
(College/Community) external (Regional/DoE) and 
global imperatives we deal with. Grovedale College 
remains committed to developing and refining its 
quality programs at a local and a state-wide level. 
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
�����������	
��

���	��

��
��� 	�� 	�
�	�� ��� �� � � ��� 	�	
� 	
��� � � � �
Revenue  2006 Actual 
DE&T Grants � �� � � �� � � �

Commonwealth Government 
Grants � ��� � �� 	 
 �

State Government Grants � ��� � �� � � �

Other � �� � � �	 � � �

Locally Raised Funds � �� � � �� � � �

Total Operating Revenue � �� �� � � �� � � �

 �

Expenditure �

Salaries and Allowances � �� � � �� � � �

Bank Charges � �����	 �� � � �

Consumables � �� � � �
 � 	 �

Books and Publications � ����� 	 �� 	 	 �

Communication Costs � ����� � �
 � � �

Furniture and Equipment � ��� � � �� � 
 �

Utilities � ����� � �
 � � �

Property Services � ��� � � �� � � �

Travel and Subsistence � ������
 �� � � �

Motor Vehicle Expenses � ������� �� � 
 �

Administration � ����� � �	 � � �

Health and Personal 
Development � ������ �� � � �

Professional Development  � ����� � �
 � � �

Trading and Fundraising � ��� � � �� � � �

Support/Service � ��� � 	 �� � 
 �

Miscellaneous � �� � 	 �	 � � �

Total Operating 
Expenditure � �� � � ! �� � � �

 �

Net Operating Surplus/-
Deficit � ���  � �! � � �

Capital Expenditure ( Cases 
21 Finance Only) � ���� � � � � �

Please note that the above amounts do not include 
any credit revenue or expenditure allocated or spent 
by the school through its Student Resource 
Package 

 
 

Financial Position 
as at 31st December, 2006 

Funds Available 2006 Actual 

High Yield Investment 
Account � �	 � � �� � 
 
� � �

Official Account � ���������� � � 
� � �

Other Bank Accounts( listed 
individually) � ������� �� � � 

 � �

 �

 �

 �

Total Funds Available �

Financial Commitments � � � � �" ��# ���

Accounts Payable Control � ��� � �� � � 
� � �

Camps/Excursions � ��� � �� � 
 
� � �

Building/Grounds including 
SMS � �� 	 � �� � � 
� 
 �

Special Programs inc Student 
Services � ���� 
 �� � 
 
� � �

Region /Clusters Funds � ���
 	 �� � � 

 � �

Professional Development �

Other ( please list)  �

School Operating Reserve � �� � � �
 
 � 
� � �

Total Financial  
Commitments � �� � � �� � � $� ! �

�
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SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
 

Address: 19 Wingarra Drive, Grovedale  Vic  3216 

Principal: Mr Jeff Cooper 

School Council 
President: Mrs Majella Jennings 

Telephone: 03 5245 4545 

Email: grovedale.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Web site: www.grovedale.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS SUMMARY DATA EXTRACTED FROM THE SCHOOL LEVEL REPORT. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ACCESS THE SCHOOL LEVEL REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT 

MS JANET MATTHEWS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ON 03 5245 4545
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